resources. It is an evolving plan that
sets objectives and prioritises actions to
protect, conserve and enhance species
and habitats of importance and value.

A BIODIVERSITY ACTION
PLAN FOR RICHMOND
UPON THAMES

This plan is the result of many
years work by local people,

i professional bodies,

local communities

and organisations

including the

London Borough

of Richmond

upon Thames,
London Natural
History Society,
London Wildlife
Trust, the
Royal Botanic
Gardens Kew,

The Royal Parks,

WWT London

Wetland Centre,

Thames Landscape

Strategy and Historic

Royal Palaces. The BAP’s

objectives are to protect

and celebrate local wildlife and to

improve the quality of habitats and

the environment within the London

Borough of Richmond upon Thames.

Richmond’s BAP does not try to
cover all our habitats and species:

it prioritises those that are rare, in
decline or characteristic of Richmond,
and uses flagship species to help
raise the profile of biodiversity.

The chosen habitats and species
also reflect and support those
contained within the London and UK
Biodiversity Action Plans. The key

to the success of these action plans
is their implementation, which is why
it is crucial to work in partnership
with all land managers, local groups,
individuals and statutory agencies.

In 2002, world governments, through
the Convention on Biological Diversity,
set themselves the target of making

a “substantial reduction in the rate of
loss of biological diversity” by 2010.
Richmond’s Biodiversity Action Plan

is a contribution to hitting

that target.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
BIODIVERSITY

Would you like to help conserve local
biodiversity? You do not need to be

an expert to get involved and new
partners are welcome and needed.

If you would like to join the Richmond
Biodiversity Group or contribute to one
of the Species or Habitat Action Plans,
please contact the Chair of Richmond
Biodiversity Group for more information
on: 020 8487 5243 or view http://www.
richmond.gov.uk/biodiversity to see a
copy of the Biodiversity Action Plan.

This leaflet has been produced and funded by the
Richmond Biodiversity Partnership, Royal Parks
and Richmond’s Local Agenda 21.

© Richmond Biodiversity Partnership 2008.

Text by Richmond Biodiversity Partnership and
Charlotte Williams. Photographs by Nigel Reeve,
Charlotte Williams and Mike Waite.

If you need this leaflet
in Braille, large print,
audio tape, or another
language, please
contact us on

020 8487 5243.

Civic Centre,

44 York Street,
Twickenham TW1 3BZ
www.richmond.gov.uk/
biodiversity
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LONDON BOROUGH OF RICHMOND UPON THAMES

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?

Biodiversity is a word used to describe
the rich web of life, encompassing all
its different forms. It is vitally important
and matters to everyone. The London
Borough of Richmond upon Thames
is exceptionally lucky in having a
wealth of different natural habitats,
supporting a great diversity of species,
several of which are important on an
international scale. Working together
will help to safeguard these habitats
and ensure that our natural heritage of
wildlife is conserved for us and future
generations to enjoy.

WHY IS BIODIVERSITY
IMPORTANT?

+ Health and quality of life —
Accessible green spaces, with their
associated diversity of animal and
plant life, are vital for maintaining a
healthy body and mind. Whether
through quiet walks in our green
open spaces, boating on the
Thames or enjoying sport in the local
park, everyone benefits from our rich
natural environment.

% Leisure and Tourism — Richmond’s
many parks and open spaces
attract visitors, bringing social and
economic benefits to the
local community.

< Ecosystem services — These
important, but hidden roles are
played by plants, animals and other

organisms. They include flood relief,
filtering, decomposition of wastes,
air pollutants, recycling of nutrients,
pollination, seed dispersal, climate
control and purification of water.

+ Intrinsic and moral value — All the
species that share our planet have a
right to exist. We have an obligation
not to harm them by our own
activities.

WHAT IS
A BIODIVERSITY
ACTION PLAN?

A Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is
a strategy that aims to conserve
and improve biological diversity and
to sustain and increase biological



ACID GRASSLAND (HAP)

Acid grassland is associated with
acidic soils (pH 4 to 5.5) that are
free-draining and low in nutrients.
It contains a diversity of fine-leaved
grasses and wildflowers such as
red fescue, sheep’s sorrel, heath
bedstraw and harebell. Richmond
has the largest total area of acid
grassland in Greater London, where
you can also find nationally scarce
plants such as clustered clover,
upright chickweed and autumn
squill. This habitat is also important
for butterflies and a large range

of invertebrates, which attract
many birds such as the green
woodpecker. Also of importance
are the small mammals, reptiles and
various fungi such as the brightly
coloured waxcaps. Top sites that
you can visit include:

+« Richmond Park

+ Bushy Park

+ Home Park

+ Barnes and Ham Commons

ANCIENT PARKLAND &
VETERAN TREES (HAP)

Veteran trees are often found

in Ancient Parklands where the
landscape has been browsed by
herds of deer for many generations.
There are more veteran trees in the
LLondon Borough of Richmond than
France and Germany combined
and the habitat supports many
species including thousands of
rare insects and countless birds.
Veteran trees are defined as ‘trees,
which by virtue of their great age,
size or condition are of great value
culturally, in the landscape or for
wildlife’. However the age of a
veteran tree will depend upon
species. A veteran Birch might be
less than 100 years whilst some
Yews are reputed to be 2000 years
old. Veteran Oaks are typically 300-
1000 years old.

# Bushy Park
# Richmond Park
# Wetland Centre

The Local Biodiversity Action Plan for the London Borough
of Richmond upon Thames sets out the framework

for the protection, conservation and enhancement
of wildlife within Richmond upon Thames.
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Grassland, Ancient Parkland & Veteran Trees, Broadleaved Woodland,
Reedbeds and Tidal Thames, Bats, Mistletoe, Song Thrush, Stag
Beetles, Tower Mustard and Water Voles and therefore have their

own action plans; habitat action plans (HAP) and species action plans
(SAP). These are are also of regional and national importance.
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REEDBED (HAP)

Reedbeds are areas of shallow
water dominated by a very tall
wetland grass called Common Reed
Phragmites australis. Historically
the Thames estuary would have
supported extensive reedbeds,

but these wet areas have mostly
been drained and the land put to
other uses. Many reedbeds are
recent, man-made habitats, quickly
colonised by some interesting and
uncommon wildlife. Reedbeds in
Richmond occur at the margins

of all kinds of water bodies and
alongside several other habitats
including wet woodland and Willow
dominated scrub. Elusive birds such
as Water Rails and Sedge Warblers
hide alongside the endangered
Water Vole, making reedbeds a
focal point for all naturalists and bird
watchers in particular.

& Bushy Park
& Crane Park Island
& Richmond Park

BROADLEAF
WOODLAND (HAP)

Richmond has almost 1200

acres (500 hectares) of woodland
making it the third most wooded
borough in London. We all love
trees and it’s not just eccentric
wildlife enthusiasts that enjoy

a walk through nice woodland!
Woodland habitats generally
support more wildlife when they
comprise of a variety of native
trees and shrubs. Woodlands with
a matrix of habitats including wide
rides, glades of woodland flowers,
ponds, low scrub layers and tall,
towering trees will be richer in
biodiversity. Where decaying wood
habitats such as fallen branches
and ‘dead’ trees are retained a
suite of wildlife including fungi,
beetles and hole nesting birds will
also be supported.

% Crane Park
¥ Ham Common
% Richmond Park

BATS (SAP)

Bats are nocturnal flying mammals
that navigate by echolocation — a
system that is so effective a single
pipistrelle bat can catch around
3000 midges per night! There are
17 species of bats in the UK and
at least 10 of these are present in
the Borough. Bats are intelligent,
long-lived mammals with complex
social behaviour and lifestyles.
They need safe flying routes
between the places used to roost,
hibernate, breed and feed which
make them vulnerable to changes
in the landscape. Even our most
abundant bat, the pipistrelle is
estimated to have declined by 70%
between 1978 and 1993. All UK
bats and their roosts are protected
(even if bats are not present). There
is a national bat helpline - 0845
1300 228 or visit www.bats.org.uk

#s» \\etland Centre
:sd Bushy Park
#s» Richmond Park




